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FEATURES MEETING SUMMARY P. 2-4  

Month of May  
    A new Director of Outreach, updates  
    on outreach and landmarks project,  
    new community partners, guidelines  
    for preservation, and membership. 

UPDATES  
Next Meeting  
  Tuesday July 18 at the Capitol Hill        
   Library.  Meet & Greet starts @ 5pm  
   Official meeting starts @ 6pm. 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY P. 5-6 
The Battle for Broadway High  
   How the incarceration of Japanese  
   students during World War II may  
   have influenced the shuttering of  
   Broadway High in 1946. 

LANDMARKS PROFILE P. 7-8 

Ward House  
  Rob Ketcherside’s profile of a  
   genuine Capitol Hill landmark. 

May 1946.  Choir performance at the Masonic Temple (Egyptian Theater) Image: Seattle PI 
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-Month Meeting Summary- 
It was a rather eventful meeting this month, but not in all 
the ways you might expect.  Although at least it began as 
expected with the meet and greet at 5pm.  One resident of 
the neighborhood by the name of Ron brought in this 
fantastic book called "Homes and Gardens of the Pacific 
Coast, 1913" and generously shared its contents with us. 

 

It features exterior and interior photographs of a selection 
of homes all around Seattle, including Capitol Hill, followed 
by a brief description.  Take for instance the home of 
Seattle's one time kingpin impresario John Considine who's 
other claim to fame was a gun battle with Seattle's chief of 
police.  Considine not only survived, but he was acquitted of 
all charges.  He and his wife went on to live at 18th and 
Madison in 1913, just on the outskirts of Capitol Hill. Click 
the image above to see additional photos. 

Unfortunately, just briefly before we planned to conduct 
official business, someone sprayed pepper in the library and 
the staff had to evacuate us.  We stood on the corner and 
brainstormed an alternate location while we waited for 
additional attendees to arrive. We eventually landed at the 
upper mezzanine of Cafe Solstice at 10th and Thomas.  All 
told, 13 people attended.  But by this point, it was nearly 7pm 
so we didn't quite get all the way through our agenda for the 
month, but here's what we managed to discuss... 

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER ZACH 
WORKS! 

Business began with our usual round of introductions.  The 
most notable of these was one of the latest additions to our 
board of directors, Zach Works (third from left in the image 
below).  Zach is a recruiter for Nintendo of America making 
him a good fit as our director of outreach and participation.  
In his personal time, he is an active member of the 54-40 Doc 
Maynard chapter of E Clampus Vitus, an amateur historical 
organization dedicated to the history of the American West.  
Their activities include the maintenance of the graves of Doc 
and Catherine Maynard and Mary Ann "Mother Damnable" 
Conklin at Capitol Hill's Lakeview Cemetery.  We are very 
excited to have him on board with us. 

 
Meeting Relocated to Cafe Solstice. Image: Raine Walker 

OUTREACH UPDATE 

Zach has hit the ground running.  He contacted the UW 
History department regarding the possibility that students 
might be interested in volunteering with us. They responded 
enthusiastically and we are looking forward to bringing 
some students on board in the very near future! Zach will be 
putting together small promotional flyers to hand out at 
outdoor festivals. 

LANDMARKS UPDATE 

After word got around about our ambition to install plaques 
on our landmarks, Michael Malone, chairman and owner of 
Hunters Capital, reached out us to us back in April about his 
own ambition to put plaques on 16 Auto Row buildings in 
the neighborhood, 7 of which belong to Hunters Capital.  
Nicholas Efthimiadis who handles special projects and 
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market research for Hunters Capital is overseeing the 
project.   After discussing the matter with them at length, we 
are pleased to report that we will be collaborating with them.  
And It makes perfect sense too because their project is very 
similar to ours and has very little potential for overlap.  

According to Malone, their goal is to highlight some of the 
architecturally interesting pre-war auto row buildings on 
Capitol Hill, contact the owners and engage them in a simple 
building identity program to include a small bronze plaque 
(on the right), written history of their building with original 
use and owner, architect, etc.  They also plan to create a 
linked website and Auto Row Tour with the overall goal of 
heightening awareness and appreciation of these buildings 
and their history to their current owners and the public.  Of 
the 16 buildings, only one has city landmark status and a 
second is on the National Register of Historic Places.   

That's where our projects mainly differ.  We are exclusively 
focusing on landmarks. Otherwise, CHHS vice president 
Rob Ketcherside, who's leading the project, proposed that we 
model our plaques on the design used on the landmarks in 
Ballard Ave historic district. Etched steel with an historical 
photo followed by text. 

 

However, in order to tie our project closer to the Hunters 
Capital project, the CHHS landmark team (Rob and Kristi) 
decided to focus first on landmarks roughly south of the 
Link station. This would be about 10 plaques -- about a third 
of the neighborhood's landmarks. The major theme here 
would be simply geographical.  

This first set of landmarks and National Register sites would 
give us the opportunity to address many additional themes   

 

that were suggested at the April CHHS meeting as well. 
Auto row, Pike/Pine, churches, and gay history would all be 
represented 

We will also be opportunistic. If CHHS members have 
connections to ownership of specific landmarks who want to 
participate in the first round, please let us know. We can 
expand or replace to get it included.  

Over the next few months Rob and Kristi will begin 
reviewing and collecting material for the plaque text and 
photo. During the summer the team will also reach out to 
the manufacturers of Ballard's plaques to check on current 
pricing, and compile ideas for funding sources.  

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES FOR 
PRESERVATION & DEVELOPMENT 

The goal of this discussion was to determine what CHHS 
should advocate for and what the specific standards and 
guidelines for that advocacy should be. CHHS president 
Tom Heuser proposed that we should advocate for both 
existing and potential landmarks as well as new 
development that compliments them and the overall historic 
character of the neighborhood.   

We started by discussing some existing standards for 
landmarks, such as minimum age requirements (25  
years for the city, 50 years nationally) and the rest of the 
standards of the city landmarks board.   

Due to the late start of the meeting though, we didn't get 
much further than this. So instead we discussed ways in 
which we could set this policy outside of the meeting.   

These included the following: 

1. Hiring someone to survey historical assets in Capitol Hill 
in order to determine what we should focus on.   

2. Contacting SW Seattle Historical Society to ask how they 
went about a survey they once had conducted. 

3. Writing up a complete proposal detailing potential 
standards and guidelines and submitting this document to 
the community for feedback rather than engaging the 
community to help write it from scratch. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Tom proposed that there eventually be two routes to 
becoming an official CHHS member.   

1. Volunteer work, or 

Hunters Capital Plaque, Image courtesy Tom Heuser 



PAGE 4    CAPITOL HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY   MEETING SUMMARY 

 

2. A minimum $10 payment for the year. Money would go 
towards food at monthly meetings and otherwise toward 
website costs. 

Currently, potential benefits of membership may include last 
minute access to tickets for Seattle Architecture Foundation 
tours. 

We will send notice when we are ready to take on members 
in an official capacity. 

Next Meeting:  
Tuesday July 18 at the Capitol Hill Library.       
     Meet & Greet starts @ 5pm  
     Official meeting starts @ 6pm. 

Newsstand at E John st and Broadway E.  May 10, 1946.  Image: Seattle Municipal Archives 
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-This Month In History- 
The Battle For Broadway High School In 1946 

The center portion of this building probably looks a little 
familiar to you.  That's because an altered version of it using 
the original stone around a different interior remains today 
as the Broadway Performance Hall at the south end of 
Seattle Central College.  In its original form as pictured 
above though, it was Broadway High School founded in 
1902.  And when the class of '46 graduated on June 13, 1946 
it was on a somber note for many because it would 
ultimately be the last senior class the school would ever see.   

After 44 years, the Seattle School Board announced, just 
three weeks before the ceremony, that they wanted to close 
the high school and convert it into an all-veterans training 
center.  Several organizations vocally expressed their 
opposition including the Capitol Hill Commercial Club, the 
Capitol Hill Lyons Club, and the Broadway High School 
Alumni Association. Their opposition came to a head on 
June 7 at the Seattle School Administration Building where 
150 people gathered to debate the potential closure. 

The opposition argued that the 3 other Seattle High Schools 
were not equipped to absorb the 1000+ students who would  
be displaced, that their new commute would be too 
burdensome, and that the "veterans problem" was only a 
temporary one and did not warrant the permanent closure  

of a high school.  On the contrary, various veterans groups 
supported it as a matter of urgency and that it was the 
community's responsibility to fulfill the requirements of the 
G.I. Bill.   

---Continued next page--- 

Broadway High School, 1909.  Image: UW Special Collections 

Image: Seattle Times 
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On top of this, school board Superintendent Samuel E. 
Fleming argued that declining enrollment over the past 5 
years, caused by Broadway's growing business district, 
justified the closure.  And so despite the vocal opposition, the 
school board remained firm in their decision after the 
hearing.   

Those who opposed it attempted to overturn the decision in 
court thereafter, but were obviously not successful.  BHS 
went on to operate as a veterans training center with 
evening adult classes in connection with the adjacent Edison 
Vocational School. Be that as it may, something doesn't 
seem quite right about Fleming's justification. 

 In the 5 years prior to 1946, the U.S. declared war on the 
axis powers in December of 1941 prompting many to 
prematurely drop out of BHS to join the war effort. And 
aside from that, roughly one third of the BHS student body 
was Japanese by the time president Roosevelt signed the 
executive order to have them incarcerated on February 19, 
1942.  Therefore, the unusually low attendance rate cited 
appears to be more related to war time measures rather than 
a shift from residential to commercial activity. 

And it is for these very reasons that many have since 
believed that the real reason the board chose to shutter the 
high school was due to embarrassment over their handling 
of the Japanese incarceration.  What's even worse on that 
note, the school fired all of its Japanese staff shortly before 
President Roosevelt signed the infamous executive order.  
An order which did not officially cease until March 26, 1946: 
less than 2 months prior to the board's decision to close the 

school!  So it's no surprise that 
attendance might still appear low 
at that point. The hundreds of 
displaced Japanese students would 
have hardly had the chance to 
resume their prior lives if at all. 

Surprisingly some did in fact find 
their way back such as senior 
Kazuo Tanemura who only 
passed away just this past April.  
After graduating in '46, he went 
on to earn a Mechanical 

Engineering degree from University of Washington, then 
served as an engineer in the US Army, and finally he 
rounded out his career as a Boeing engineer reaching the 
distinguished rank of Senior Principal Engineer.   

 

 

 
June 1946. Going down the old high school main steps for the last time 
are these Broadway students.  Image: Seattle PI. 

 
      Setsu and Kazuo Tenemura.  Image: Evergreen Washelli 

Image: BHS Archives 
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-Landmark Profile- 
Ward House 

It's worth noting that there are already two landmarks in 
the neighborhood that have historical markers on them: the 
Pantages House, and the nearby subject of our June profile, 
the Ward House. Rob wrote about the Ward House for 
Capitol Hill Seattle Blog just over a year ago. Here are some 
highlights of that article. 

The Ward House is currently at Denny and Belmont. It was 
moved there in 1986 by attorney David Leen and Bradford 
Moore. Until 1986 it was at the corner of Pike and Boren. 
Leen and Moore saved the house from demolition, the fate 
of the rest of the lost community on Boren. 

Prior histories of the Ward House concluded that it was built 
in 1882. However that appears wrong after a review of 
available primary material at the state archives, in addition 
to reviews of Polk city directories, a family history, and other 
sources, as well as secondary source references in the Seattle 
Times. The Wards purchased the property in about 1882, but 
didn't build a house on it until about 1889. Louise Ward's 
parents owned a large hop farm in Kent on the Green River.  
 
Van Doren Landing Park is named after her family. George 
and Louise split time between Seattle and Kent with their  

children. They were active in the White River Baptist 
Church and were key sponsors of the Seattle's Japanese 
Baptist Church and also involved in creation of Seattle's 
Chinese Baptist mission. 

The Ward House was shifted around the corner and 
incorporated into an apartment hotel known first as the 
Gallatin and then the Crest Hotel. For the decade or so 
before Leen and Moore purchased it, the house was not in 
use. 

David Leen ran his law practice out of the house, lovingly 
doting on it until last year. He retired and sold it to a venture 
capital firm, TOLA Capital, which now has its offices in the 
Ward House. 

What exactly is the landmark?  

It's worth looking at a comment that was written back in 
January on CHS Blog: 

Have you seen the inside of the ward house lately? 
All the authentic decor that Mr. Leen had has been 
removed by the new owners. It’s quite sad. 

Ward House.  Blended view from 1896 to 2016. Image: Rob Ketcherside 
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The Landmarks Preservation Board declares what aspects 
of the landmark are being placed under control at the time 
of designation. The ordinance for each landmark then also 
include this information. At the bottom of page 3 of Ward 
House's ordinance 106067 the features are stated as the 
house; the exterior appearance including paint; and exterior 
trim. Basically that means the outer shell of the building is 
controlled, not the interior. It's disappointing that the interior 
was gutted, but unfortunately not a violation of landmark 
law. 

*   *   *   *   *


